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Abstract

‘Second Corinthians is an occasional letter, that is, it is a real letter
which was addressed to specific people and occasioned by concrete issues.
Above all, it is a very human document, opening a window into the inner life
of the apostle. It can be called the most human book in the New Testament.
L. Berk’hof says, "2 Corinthians is one of the most personal and the least
doctrinal of all the letters of Paul, except the one written to Philemon.” So
some scholars regard this epistle as the most difficult of all the epistles of the
New Téstément or Paul s.

' ~ Specially, among the major epistles of the New Testament this
suffered a totally unmerited measure of neglect. G. R. Beasley-Murray notes
several 'réasons for this neglect: 1) The historical allusions in the letter are
obscure. 2) Paul' s compressed theological ideas place a heavy exegetical
demand upon interpreters. 3) The Greek is complex. Nevertheless, this letter
is one of Paul’ s richest in terms of theological profundity and
autobiographical revelation. In this most letter-like of all the letters of Paul,
we can find the heights of the transcendental victory of grace in and through
the everyday experience of the Christian believer in whatever circumstances.
Moreover, this epistle describes more fully Paul' s conception of his ministry
than any other epistle.

According to the traditional common view about this Epistle, it has
come down to us as a single epistle. Notwithstanding, since the
Enlightenment, some modern critics have been maintained that the original 2
Corinthians was not as long as it now stands. Johann Salomo Semler first
supposed in 1776 that 2 Corinthians was originally several letters, that is,

chapters 1-9 were one or more letters; chapters 10-13 were another. Other
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writers have thought that this Epistle was originally four or six letters sent not
in the same order as we now have in our Bibles. However, it should be
recognized that in no ancient manuscript of this Epistle is there any trace of a
division at any point in the letter, or any variation in the arrangement of the
material; and in no early Christian writer is there any suggestion that the
document is composed of parts of different letters, or that it was not all
written at one time to meet one particular situation.

Without upright understanding on this problem of unity, we cannot
have a very high regard for the accuracy of what we have. Also it will
become difficult to have a high view of inspiration and authority of the Bible.
Accordingly, it is necessary to observe carefully the grounds on which the
theories for dividing this epistle are based, and to consider whether or not it is
possible to explain the letter as a unity.

We can find that there are various hypotheses of the composition of 2
Corinthians. The major reason for their being occurred seems that 2
Corinthians has the historical allusions which appears obscure and the most
autobiographical character of all the epistles of Paul. From the historical
background of the composition, we can understand the cause of diversity in
tone and content of this epistle, for this epistle was written not at all through
the peaceful environment but among the suffering and comfort, anxiety and
joy, contention and conviction, and eagerness and boldness which the apostle
experienced during his ministry. In addition, the whole epistle reflects the
various stations in Paul’ s journey and his very emotion at each place are
revealed.

However, in spite of diversity in its tone and content, we can find
there is a structural unity which gives coherence to the whole because Paul
wrote this epistle with a clear purpose, that is, to prepare the Corinthians for
his third visit. Also, we can see that it harmonizes with the pervading theme
of this epistle, namely, the theme of strength through weakness. The whole

argument for the genuineness of Paul’ s apostolic authority is bound up in this
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theme. Thus, this two main skeletons of the epistle are well articulate from
beginning to end.

Specially, for the good example of the unity of 2 Corinthians, we can
find that the same thoughts of the last five exhortations(13:11) hide in the
whole epistle, that is, joy(1:24; 2:3; 6:10; 7:4,7,9,13; 8:2; 12:10,15; 13:9),
perfect(1:14; 13:9), comfort(]:3-6»; 2:7; 7:4,6,7,13), be of one mind(6:13;
7:2), live in peace(1:2; 8:13). There are many other evidences for the unity of
the.composition-as well.

waever, like other scholars who are in favor of the hypotheses of
discontinuity, if we look into this epistle as the product of human endeavor
without accepting the work and inspiration of the epistle’ s primary author,
namely, the Holy Spirit, as a result of it we can only find continually the
problematic parts. Therefore, it can be said that the partition theories against
the unity of this epistle are the products of seeing and understanding the
epistle only by the human reasonable eye. Thus, it seems that the proof
offered against the unity is entirely too subjective in nature and week in
general. If several letters could have been jumbled into one epistle, how can
we have a high view of for the accuracy of what we have?
~ In fact, the more we try to solve the problematic parts of the word of
God with a human biased view and reasonable thinking, the more we become
to confront the bigger problems in the Bible. But, if only we can see the word
of God by the regenerated heart and the eye of faith with the illumination of
the Holy Spirit, the primary author of the Bible, we will understand it upright
and see clearly the beautiful unity of every Scripture as well(Isa. 34:16).
Also, we can find the solution of the problematic parts which appear in it.
Therefore, it is necessary to study the word of God within the category which
does not destroy the unity so long as there is no problem in external evidence.
Now to conclude concerning the unity 2 Corinthians, it must be said
that in spite of the various leaps in Paul' s thought from time to time, the basic

integrity and unity of 2 Corinthians are indisputable. Futhermore, this is
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supported by the fact that there is no known manuscript in which these
chapters are found anywhere but in their traditional location. As Philip E.
Hughes states, it can be said that “2 Corinthians as it has come down to us is
indeed only one letter, diversified in its parts but none the less an integrated

whole.”
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